SHIP8UILO/INGE

(The following ariicle, from The Christian Science

Monitor, appeared in the May 8, 1975 Anniversary Isgu
of the Clipper:) f{m
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Duxbury Famed For
Shipbuild’ing

It is not generally known that what is now the
peaceful, secluded little town of Duxbury, MA, was one
1 of America’s outstanding shipbuilding centers in the
. early 19th century.,

* The town’s leading shipbuilder and merchant owners
were a father and son named Ezra Weston. They
commanded a veritable empire of seagoing craft, with
brigs, schooners, and even an occasional full-rigged ship,
all built on the Blucfish River.

The Westons were dominating personalities, known
both here and abroad as King Cacsar I and II. It is said

that 600 vessels were turned out at the 14 Duxbury

shipyards of the Westons over the entire period of their
dynasty.
Early Ship

Shipbuilding began in a small way at Duxbury as
carly as 1700, when a Mr. Prince was recorded as having
built a pinnace, or 2-masted vessel, on the westemn shore
of the “Nook” - the Nook or Captain’s Nook referring to
Capt. Miles Standish, whose property included this
shore frontage as well as Captain's Hill, where the
monument is located.

The first Ezra Weston, or King Qaesar I, alrcady had
assumed some degree of prominénce in and about
Duxbury by 1764 by the building of small sloops and
brigs ncar Harden Hill. His yard was called the “navy
yard” by local townspcople. ‘ _

After the Revolutionary War, Weston decided to
cxpand, and chose for the site of his new yard about 10
acres of land ncar the mouth of the Blucfish River. '

.. Son Joins Firm '

It was ideally situated and well protected from heavy
scas by Powdcr Point at its back and Duxbury Beach to
the east, the later being a long, sandy peninsula that

terminates in Gumet Point off Plymouth some milcs 10
the south,

By the time Ezra II joined his father in 111-1‘e "v:grl‘c g‘
1798, the yards covercd whal is now the t:) Ta past
Bumpus Memorial Park, bearing the mm:cr Boint.
president of Tufts College, and most of Poyv S

“In’ this acreagc werc a colton factory walk
manufacture of sail cloth, a quancr-mnlc-lqng_mpcand .
for the fabrication of lincs, tackic, and nggm‘g:;ms o
blacksmith shop. Morc land was dcvowduto. o hice
kecp the ever-growing force of workers and their
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cn the son took over in 1822 he had inhcrited a

thl:v:s well as the doublc royal soubriquet lc:f K::g
Caesar II. He was prccminent in American s |prpﬂ cgd
Danicl Wcbsticr, a resident of ncarby Mar.si.xﬁcldé rc cl:h red
to him at the Saratoga political mecting m.184h “l‘ar s
words: “One of my ncarcst ncighbors 1s the larg
shipowncr in the U.S.”

Weston was also listed by Lloyds of Londo‘r:ll.‘ \:;I(:;: |
specialty was marine insurance. It meant muuntry e
people who worked in his empire, for the t:(:l N eston
struggling with a depreciated currency Lhchamr i
delivered his cargoes in Europe and was pai

money. .
goquhe Kir?g Caesars are said 1o have domlanz::l::ml:lyt’:
shipping industry of the country for almo;;ﬁ Ao
They built 97 vessels between 1800 an'd 1 o a
of them sailed under the Wcstons hous"ic »
horizontally striped red, white, and llluc rectangle.
-+ New England’s Biggest LTt was
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the ship Hope, 881 tons. : .
Englang's lml')gest full-rigged ship. Howclw_l)crgm sg:it::egze’
York packets, particutarly those of the

" or. .
wer;h:;l_nlt{u:pl:raas a conventional craft 0:1 tﬁe ;:::cc;
having rather full or biuff bows and a black ual c‘))ng ted
with the white squarcs of imitation gunports

o A . ] .
SId.';Tshe s;il plan called for all plain sm; ugc,t:; alr.::
including top gallant sails crossing all,d sm al‘ el
scarccly a merchantman afloat dared sprea :h n):: “;d by
skysails had not been heard of yet. She was z; s
the Dispatch Linc to run between Boston
Orlcans.
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Duxbury Clipper, ch;geqday.'nay 29

mpetition Mgunts "
This was mecl:st scsscl of any mponzm:‘;t:l :::::‘rg b:nd
Duxbury. Alrcady competition was n:) B e,
2:3011 it would sweep sm?ij;d);::gsbiogult:usincss arine
ipping pyramt ss dore

?hd:“l:g?(l)l'ss ':r‘:g cgurl)d no longer be monopolized by

i nd then
l‘cw'i'onnagf.:s for indivi(;l(l)al shnl;‘)lsl ;ous:: 13 r:?:n:)l;_: Sccp-sca
1830's wi :
mbl:l;h rﬁ::t?:dt:cmark far in excess of the launching
VCSS

ilit yards which lacked decp water. .
famll)lz:;::ycov?sasm‘no mat::vh for the crack packets whicl

i as-loppc
1id out of New York's East River nor th;:) tr:ajl;\:n > C‘; "
Jovi thans soon to slidc down the ways A onal
lcty l;\!/lcj(‘il'ord Brigges of South Boston,
o »

McKay of East Boston.



